2l6               EDUCATION   IN   FASCIST   ITALY
the following years the other forms of the Intermediate School
started work, being substituted for the corresponding forms of
the old lower courses. In places in which several lower courses
existed, but were not attended by many pupils, only one Inter-
mediate School took their place, either in one of the buildings
of the existing schools or elsewhere. The curricula for this
Intermediate School were arranged apparently in a way very
similar to those of the old lower courses. Some statements by
Bottai emphasized as an important difference that history was
studied in an anthology of writers of the several periods; for the
rest he contented himself with celebrating the ' liveliness' of the
new teaching without showing in what it consisted. An impor-
tant difference (which perhaps applied also to the other types of
schools) was that promotion to higher forms became much
easier, and less conditioned by proficiency in all subjects. Bottai
claimed as a great achievement of his reforms that, owing to the
new way of judging children for what they were worth * on the
whole \ the number of those who failed to pass into higher forms
diminished considerably. Another rule that was applied very
strictly, at least in the first year, was that no class in the Inter-
mediate School could have more than thirty children. It had
always been one of the stumbling-blocks in the progress of the
schools that the number of youngsters attracted or pushed into
them was too great for the teachers whom the State could
afford to pay. Gentile's plans to restrict the size of classes to
thirty-five had failed. Bottai increased by 25 per cent the
number of classes for the first form in the Intermediate School
in the first year of its life, mostly on account of this limit of
thirty pupils. It is not known, however, how the teachers were
found for them. Nor is it known whether this increase in the
numbers of classes continued and whether the limitation was
kept in the following years. The three forms of the Intermediate
School were working according to Bottai's plans in 1943-43,
the last year of Fascism. It is possible that the Intermediate
School remains as the one legacy of the School Charter to the
future school organization of Italy.
The State examinations instituted by Gentile in 1923 had
undergone only slight changes before 1939, and it appeared that
the system could continue working without undue inconvenience.
It was, however, stopped by Bottai, who in agreement with the
Ideas expressed in the School Charter decreed that the board of
examiners would be formed by the teachers of the public and of
many private schools. One State representative was to see that
the regulations were observed and that justice prevailed.
Tliere are very few details available on manual work in the